
Season 016:  Fa i r y  Ta les



“Fairy tales are more than true: not because they tell us that dragons exist, but because they tell 
us that dragons can be beaten.”

- Neil Gaiman

PROMPT 1: FRACTURED FAIRY TALES by Riet

There are many versions of  one fairy tale. Every culture has a different element, other twists or another 
message. With that being said, everyone can be a fairy tale teller!  What if  Red Riding Hood becomes a 
friend to the wolf ? What if  the Sleeping Beauty wakes up earlier without a kiss or if  Cinderella refuses to 
marry the prince? What if  the prince agrees to become a merman for the Little Mermaid? Choose a fairy 
tale and rewrite it by changing one important element.

PROMPT 2: FRACTURE ILLUSTRATED by Riet

Illustrate a cover for your ‘new’ fairy tale. Draw important elements or add cutouts to represent the 
changed twist.

PROMPT 3: FAVOURITES by Julia

What is your favourite fairy tale? Explore the origins of  the tale and be inspired by this. Most fairy tales 
are darker than the versions we know and have alternate characters, endings and unexpected turns…

PROMPT 4: CHILDHOOD FEARS

Think back to your childhood, what fairy tales scared you and how? There are these woods by my 
grandmother’s house that I always thought looked like the woods from Little Red Riding Hood and I 
would always speed past them to avoid the potential of  the wolf  popping out for lunch as I headed to 
grandma’s house… Where did you see a fear from a fairytale becoming a little too real for you as a child? 
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“If  I’m honest I have to tell you I still read fairy-tales and I like them best of  all.”

- Audrey Hepburn

PROMPT 1: REAL LIFE FAIRY TALES by Riet

Pick one fairy tale character that you identify most with. Have you ever been in a situation like she has 
been? Have you felt trapped like Cinderella in a role you didn’t like? Have you been a fairy godmother to 
someone? Has your life been transformed by true love? Show the connections between yourself  and the 
character on a page. 

PROMPT 2: THE APPLE by Julia

Focus on the smaller elements of  your most beloved fairy tales.. The apple from snow white, teacups and 
flames from beauty and the beast, the woods from hansel and gretel.... Make one (or more!) of  these your 
focus for a page and see if  people can still guess your inspiration point..

PROMPT 3: FAIRY PRINCESS

Use your current life situation as inspiration and write the fairy tale version of  your current life. 

PROMPT 4: DRESS THE PART

Turn yourself  into a fairy tale princess. Whether through altering photographs or taking a new photo of  
yourself, don’t hold back! 
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“There is the great lesson of  ‘Beauty and the Beast,’ that a thing must be loved before it is 
lovable.”

- G.K. Chesterton

PROMPT 1: THE VILLAIN by Vanessa

Sleeping Beauty is one of  my very favourite fairy tales. When they released the Maleficent movie, I was 
overjoyed because I loved that character so much. I thought it was so interesting to explore the good side 
of  an evil character or to see what can lead someone (anyone) to become evil. Imagine the backstory of  
your favourite fairy tale villain and bring it to your journal. Try to show your villain’s vulnerability as you 
are depicting her. 

PROMPT 2: FAIRYTALE REQUIREMENTS by EmK

What Makes A Fairytale “A Fairytale?” Is it the hero/heroine saving the day, the strange creatures of  
these fantasy worlds, or the nostalgia of  childhood that the story invokes? Journal or illustrate your 
answer as you dive deeper into your own ideas about these magical stories.

PROMPT 3: FAMILY FAIRYTALE

Assign each member of  your family or friend group to a fairy tale character. Write their token phrase they 
would say as this character.  

PROMPT 4: FAMILY FAIRYTALE PORTRAITS

Create a scene using your family and friends fairytale characters. Think about how they would interact 
with one another, who would be in charge, who would have alliances, what would the setting of  the scene 
be? 
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“When I examine myself  and my methods of  thought, I come to the conclusion that the gift of  
fantasy has meant more to me than any talent for abstract, positive thinking.”

- Albert Einstein

PROMPT 1: THE HERO by Vanessa

In general terms, most fairy tales are full of  contrasts: good/evil, rich/poor, beautiful/ugly. If  you were 
the hero of  your own fairy tale, which side would you choose to be on? Would your character have both 
good and bad qualities or would he/she/it be uni-dimensional?

PROMPT 2: QUOTED by Vanessa

Use a quote by your favourite fairytale character in your page that summarises your feelings about your 
character. 

PROMPT 3: HERO MOODBOARD by Vanessa

Make a moodboard type collage to explore your Hero’s qualities and failings.

PROMPT 4: HISTORY REVISITED

Ask a family member (parents or grandparents) about your family’s traditions of  fairy tale telling. Is there 
a story your family loves best, do you have a story telling tradition, is there a story you loved but have 
forgotten that they remind you of, are there some key elements that your family always changes when they 
tell it that is not traditional? 
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“The way to read a fairy tale is to throw yourself  in.”

- W. H. Auden

PROMPT 1: THE ALTERNATIVE ENDING by Sasha

Re-imagine the ending of  your favorite fairy tale. What happened after “They lived happily ever after”? 
What would have happened if  Cinderella didn’t escape the locked room and Prince would have never 
found out that she was his mysterious ball dance partner? What if  the Prince Charming’s kiss never 
worked on Snow White?

PROMPT 2: COMMON SENSE

Skip the drama and let’s solve the princesses problems using some plain old common sense. Hey Snow 
White: Don’t take candy from strangers! 

PROMPT 3: FLIP-FLOP FAIRYTALE by EmK

Most people know that the pre-Hollywood versions of  fairytales are quite a bit darker, but how does that 
sit with you? Do you prefer happily ever afters, or the bite that often comes with reality? Ask yourself  if  
living in a fairytale sounds boring or beautiful while working it out on the pages of  your journal.

PROMPT 4: CENSORSHIP

Do you censor fairy tales for your kids? We’ve already learned that many fairy tales have already been 
watered down and cleaned up a bit, do you do even more of  this? Maybe you censor out the violence or 
you censor out the princess always being so dang helpless and your version has her saving her own self. 
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“Fairy tales since the beginning of  recorded time, and perhaps earlier, have been “a means to 
conquer the terrors of  mankind through metaphor.”

- Jack D. Zipes

PROMPT 1: FAIRY TALE TIME MACHINE by Sasha

Imagine that the heroes of  your favorite fairy tale were transported into the modern world (like in the 
show Once Upon a Time). Who would Ariel or Belle be? Would they meet their princes and how? What 
would their dating life look like in a modern world sans courtship and balls?

PROMPT 2: IN THEIR SHOES

Place yourself  in the shoes of  a fairy tale character. Describe what they would have felt in a particular 
scene. What fear or obliviousness did Little Red Riding Hood feel as she walked through the woods? 
What would you have done in that situation?

PROMPT 3: MODERN DAY FAIRY TALE

Using magazine images create a new fairytale scene and story using only modern images.

PROMPT 4: FROM THE MOUTHS OF BABES

Children are hilarious and smart and witty and creative and surprising. Ask a child (your own, a family 
members, a friends) to tell you a fairy tale. Do not help or prompt them! Let their imaginations soar. 
Record their story and illustrate it. 
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