
Fifty Two Portraits
BY VANESSA OLIVER-LLOYD

DOCUMENT YOUR LIFE RIGHT NOW AND 
UNCOVER YOUR CREATIVE SELF



• 2 •

V’S TAKE ON THE PROMPT

We as humans live as a collective but each of  us has an opinion. Each of  us supports a 
different array of  causes, of  organizations, of  people. Let’s take a collective stand. Show us 
who you stand for, where you draw the line. Show us what causes move you to wave that 

red flag. Be vocal and unafraid. Be loving and stand true.

This is where I stand. 

We would love to see your take on prompt We’d love to feature your stand on our feed so 
be sure to use the class hashtag #52portraitsclass and tag us (@getmessyartjournal) too!

Where I stand
PROMPT #1
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V’S TAKE ON THE PROMPT

This prompt is all about addressing transitions and changing seasons. Depending on which 
side of  the globe you live in, show us what summer or winter means to you. Be creative 

and remember that you are the center piece of  these portraits!

Here is my take on prompt 2 of  the 52 Portraits Class. Summer means endless possibilities 
to me! Blue skies and big hats, sea salt and sunscreen.

You don’t need a fancy camera for this class, just lots of  imagination and a willingness to 
try something different.

Can’t wait to see your take on this!

What the Season Means to You
PROMPT #2
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V’S TAKE ON THE PROMPT

As humans, we interact with our environment. It shapes us, no matter how much we think 
we are distanced from it. This prompt addresses our interaction with the world around us. 
Where are you evolving? What surrounds you, nature or urban sprawl? Show us, we’d love 

to see!

Here is my take on the prompt. For four years, I lived in the air, on the 26th floor of  a 
building in Hong Kong. I loved it but I did miss the feel of  the ground under my feet. The 

tickle of  grass, the caress of  the wildflowers. For the last two years we have been home, 
grounded. Next month, we leave for a new adventure; once again we will live in the air in a 
very urban setting. So this is my environment right now and I am making the most of  our 

time here.

I am in and of this World
PROMPT #3
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V’S TAKE ON THE PROMPT

There are many ways to look at this prompt. Maybe you want to document your ancestors and 
what they have taught you. Maybe you identify with a certain group of  people or culture and 
want to put that forward. Or maybe you want to show what you bring to the world and where 

your life has lead you. There is no wrong way to go about this.

I claim my heritage. These are the women I have come from, these are the women that have 
lead up to me (and my sister). I come from a line of  trailblazing women, I am honored to share 
their blood. I am particularily drawn to my great-great-aunt Marie-Alda seen on the right. Her 
business card says ‘French Dressmaker and Designer’; her sewing skills ensured her financial 

independance. She was also an artist, a business woman and a suffragette. She took in my grand-
mother and great-aunt when both their parents died. 

This is the heritage I claim: that women’s work in the past is worthy and necessary and impor-
tant. It is more than a meer hobby. That it is not only decorative or useful, that it can also be a 

vector for our society and its values. That women used what means they had at their disposal to 
express their views of  the world and that these views should be acknowledged within history, 

not brushed off  for being “crafts”

Claim Your Heritage
PROMPT #4
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V’S TAKE ON THE PROMPT

For the final prompt, an affirmation: I am an artist. Show us your art, show us where you 
make art, show us the tools you use to make art, show us how you feel when you make art.

My take on today’s prompt. We are all born artists; sometimes we just need to get back 
to listening to that voice inside us. I believe that being an artist helps me see the world in 
a certain way, to be more sensitive to what goes on around me and to make manifest my 

reaction to this. What about you?

I am an Artist
PROMPT #5



• 11 •

PLANS + IDEAS

• 10 •

V’S TAKE ON THE PROMPT

For the final prompt, an affirmation: I am an artist. Show us your art, show us where you 
make art, show us the tools you use to make art, show us how you feel when you make art.

My take on today’s prompt. We are all born artists; sometimes we just need to get back 
to listening to that voice inside us. I believe that being an artist helps me see the world in 
a certain way, to be more sensitive to what goes on around me and to make manifest my 

reaction to this. What about you?

I am an Artist
PROMPT #5



Final Words
If  you are totally freaked out by the thought of  posting these portraits 
online, don’t worry, it is not required. But if  you join the class, there is 
a private facebook group for students to post their photos in a safe and 

small environment. Or don’t post at all and just do this solely for your own 
benefit! It’s up to you, you beautiful soul you.

X VANESSA

Love these prompts? Us too. Want more? 
Take Vanessa’s 52 Portraits class and start today!

https://getmessyartjournal.com/shop/fifty-two-portraits/
https://getmessyartjournal.com/shop/fifty-two-portraits/
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